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National Moot Court ·Teant Readies for Coin petition 
By Bonnie C. Rowe 
From the moment I walked into 
Professor Peter Donovan's office 
last week, I could tell that his po-
sition as faculty advisor to the BC 
National Moot Court team was 
starting to snowball. The phone 
was ringing off the hook with alum-
ni calling back to practice-bench for 
the 1986-87 team. The professor 
was arranging times for the 
"judges" and simultaneously hunt-
ing about for information to help 
me in writing this article. From 
what he and the team members 
told me, the team has truly been a 
jewel in the BCLS crown. 
Of the four inter-school competi-
tions (Jessup Moot Court, Ad-
ministrative Law and Internation-
al Moot Court being the other 
three), the Natio.l!al Moot ~Co:urJ; 
Competition has traditionally been 
the most well-known. The purpose 
of the National Competition is 
generally to sharpen oral advocacy 
skills. Within the school, according 
to Professor Donovan, "the main 
thing is the prestige attracting stu-
dents to the Grimes second year 
[moot court] program." The Na-
tional Moot Court team is indeed 
so prestigious that many law firms 
automatically acc~pt national team 
members' applications for inter-
views. Recruiters recognize the 
participants' oral and Written ad-
vocacy ability and time manage-
ment skill as comparable to that of 
law review members. This is the 
LSA Speaker Series 
The 1986 BCLS Moot Court Team: Brian O'Connell, coach Peter 
Donovan, Joanne Locke and Corrine Smith Photo by Lori Rivera 
''prestige.'' The team members are 
_chosen yearly from-pal'ticipants of 
the second year Grimes Moot 
Court Competition, which is open 
to all second-year students. 2L's 
are strongly urged to enter Grimes, 
if only for the thrilling experience 
of arguing in front of judging 
panels and meeting lawyers and 
judges from the area. Being in the 
Grimes competition is also the only 
way to get on the National and 
other 3L moot court teams. 
Every law school in the country 
is sent a copy of the annual Nation-
al Moot Court problem in August, 
which is drafted by the Young 
Lawyers section of the New York 
City Bar Association. The United 
States is divided into fourteen 
regions from which approximately 
35 schools send either two- or 
three-member teams to argue in 
the November regional competi-
tion. BCLS is included in the New 
England region, along with four-
teen other schools in Massachu-
setts, Maine, Connecticut, New 
Hampshir~, Vermont, and upstate 
New York. Some schools do not 
choose to .participate in the compe-
tition, most notably Harvard, 
which conducts its own Ames 
Moot Court Competition, andY ale, 
which according to Professor 
Donovan- just "usually does not 
participate." 
BCLS historically has the best 
record of success among the New 
England schools. BC's national 
teams have helped students get 
jobs and helped BCLS get publici-
ty by winning first place or runner-
up in the New England region 12 
times in the last 16 years. In 1967 
and 1973, the BC team won the na-
tional competition. In 1979, BC 
made the national final round of ar-
gument. 
Professor Donovan has been an 
activating force behind this suc-
cess. Since he began teaching at 
BCLS in 1966, Professor Donovan 
became involved in the develop-
ment of the annual teams and soon 
became their faculty advisor. His 
expertise and support by drawing 
on a network of faculty members 
and BCLS National team alumni 
have honed the skills of each team 
to be a match for many in the coun-
try. His support, however, is not al-
lowed to begin until the team 
members have completed their 
written brief. 
This year's criminal case in-
volves federal government subpoe-
nas of. attorneys to testify in 
federal court against clients who 
indicated a wish to be represented 
by these same attorneys in their 
defense. If the subpoenas are not 
quashed, counsel will not be able to 
represent their clients in trial. In 
fact they will have to testify 
against their own clients! The case 
raises procedural questions as well 
as current Fifth and Sixth Amend-
ment problems of depriving the 
continued on page 3 
~ Ariz-ona Sanctuary Case: Altman· Discusses the Issues 
By Arthur Jackson 
Michael Altman, one of the lead 
lawyers in the Arizona Sanctuary 
Case spoke at BCLS last Friday 
about his role in the trial and the 
plight of people trying to enter the 
United States from Central 
America. 
The Arizona S~ctuary Case in· 
volved charges by the United 
States government against 11 
church-related workers for helping 
smuggle Central Americans into 
the US .Jiild then providing them 
with food and shelter. After a 
seven-month trial, eight of the 11 
defendants were convicted of 11 of 
58 charges in the jury trial. 
Altman told the gathering that 
the entrance of aliens into the 
Southwest is commonplace and is 
almost condoned by the United 
States government. There are 
many holes in the fence near bor-
der checkpoints and people line up · 
in the morning and then at night 
to go through these holes to com-
mute to work. Some of the aliens 
which travel over these worn paths 
remain in the US, however. 
The aliens involved in this case 
had been trying to escape the vio-
lence of their own countries and 
had flocked to churches in the US. 
The church officials provided them 
· with shelter and food since they 
had nowhere to go. Altman be-
lieves charges were brought in this 
particular instance beause the 
church officials and the aliens were 
outspoken in their opposition to 
US policy in Central America. In 
fact the defense team tried to argue 
selective application of the law as 
one of their defenses. 
While the defense counsel argued 
that the defendants had not actu-
ally committed the .crimes charged, 
- the main theory the defense rested 
its case on was jury nullification. 
The defense hoped that the jurors 
would be sympathetic to the plight 
of the refugees and thus would ig-
nore the law in the case and rule in 
favor of "justice." Most of the 
aliens had sought asylum in the US 
because they feared for their safe-
ty in their own countries, but the 
US does not grant asylum to many 
Central Americans, according to 
Altman. 
The judge in the case was the 
biggest obstacle to the defense, 
Altman state~. The judge kept out 
many of the defense theories that 
defense hoped to use, such as lack 
of criminal intent and religious 
freedom. The judge also banned the 
use of words such as kill, death and 
refugee to prevent the defense from 
explaining the plight of the aliens 
to the jury. Also, the judge kept 
out many statements without any 
objection from-the prosecutor. 
Further, when the instructions 
for the jury were discussed, the 
defense embraced the prosecutor's 
instructions because the judge's 
own instructions were much worse 
for their case. The judge went with 
his own instructions, though. 
One of the issues raised on ap-
peal is the bias of the judge who 
owned stock in an El Salvador min-
ing company and whose former law 
firm represented that company. 
One of the controversial deci-
sions the defense counsel made was 
to rest after the prosecution had 
finished its case. Altman stated 
that the defense felt confident they 
would win and that the judge 
would probably exclude most of 
the testimony the defense would 
try to get in. 
While the jurors did convict the 
defendants, Altman stated that he 
believed they did so because they 
were not aware of their ability to 
nullify the law if they felt the equi-
ty of the case deserved that. Alt-
man stated that one juror said she 
was terrified to face the defendants 
because of what the jury had done. 
Another juror said that if justice 
had been considered the outcome 
would have been different. 
Altman believes the Sanctuary 
movement still won in the end, 
since.much favorable publicity was 
generated and the number of Sanc-
tuary churches has doubled. 
Altman is a former resident of 
Newton and graduated from Bow-
doin and Boston College Law 
School before beginning his prac-
tice. He is now a professor at Ari-
zona State Law School. 
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A Few Minutes with R.T. 
Missing articles? How 'Bout the Family Dog? 
ByR.T. 
How 'bout those first years? In 
the first issue of the paper we said 
what a smart group they are. Then 
in the fourth issue of the paper we 
see what a smart group does on 
their first big library assignment-
rape, pillage, and maim the 
library's Fed 2nds, Supplements 
and Law Reviews. 
All i can say is that these things 
did not happen during my first 
year and have not happened at 
BCLS for awhile. In fact, not too 
many (as in none) of the upperclass 
students have been too pleased to 
hear about the competitiveness of 
the first-year class. None of us are 
too pleased to see BCLS pulled into 
the cutthroat, cut Federal Report-· 
er, cut your mother's leg off at-
mosphere of BU or Harvard. 
In fact, while such dastardly 
deeds may be common at most 
schools ~ccording to a high ad-
Dicta · 
ministration source, BCLS has 
been the exception among the legal 
community. 
Of course it was probably one 
small group of students or even one 
student who caused all the damage 
·and destruCtion. The whole first-
year class should not be vilified, 
cursed and nailed to a stake. But · 
if there is a villain among the first-
year class, it is up to the class to 
oust the cancer from its midst be-
fore it takes root here. Now is not 
the time to say, "since they're do-
ing it, I'll do it too." Instead, em-
phasize cooperation, t ruth, justice 
and the Dean Coquillette way. 
You'll enjoy law school much more. 
But maybe there isn 't one little 
snake in the class. There's proba-
bly a good reason the ALR section 
and the Georgetown and Rutgers 
law reviews disappeared. I can 
think of a few. 
Yeah, it was all a mistake. The 
books were sent out for their year-
ly cleaning (you probably didn't 
know there were law book cleaners) 
and somehow the articles disap-
peared during .the old spin cycle. 
Yeah, let me spin out another for 
you. 
You see, Georgetown has been 
slipping lately and they were too 
embarassed to have anyone read 
that law review, especially BCLS. 
So big John Thompson sent up a 
band of Hoyas (nobody would 
know who they were because no-
body knows what a Hoya is) and 
they snatched it out from under us. 
Yeah, let's give big John a call. 
Better yet, maybe the Ed Meese 
commission or the religious fanat-
ics from Tennessee did not think 
that the above material was suita-
ble for us to read-they wanted it 
for themselves! 
Or what about some old stand-
bys to help us explain this predica-
ment. Yeah, some BU students 
weren't satisfied with slashing 
their own library so they came to 
ours. Yeah, or maybe the library 
people wanted to make the re-
searching just a ·little more 
challenging. 
Yeah, or maybe someone spilled 
their cereal on it and were too em-
barrassed to bring it back. or they 
left it ori the bus and the bus driver 
wouldn't hand it over. Or how 
'bout the family dog, your kid sis-
ter, your pet fish died, you got sick, 
it got run over by a dumptruck, it 
got thrown in the dumptruck, the 
dumptruck driver wants to go to 
law school .. . 
... The hot water wasn't work-
ing, the laundry was closed, you 
wrote a letter on the other side, you 
used it to train your cat, you 
mailed it by mistake to Hong 
Kong . . . you liked it so much you 
wanted to frame it on your wall. 
Yeah, the old standbys. I'm sure 
we can explain this. Yeah. Yeah. 
Disease Strikes lLs: A Bad Case of -Memoitis 
. ! ' 
By Steven Kelly 
I was sitting in class last week 
staring dQwn at subsection 3 of 
2-207 in the Uniform Commercial 
. Code when the thought came to 
me. I wonder if they have snow 
days at law school. ' 
Now the historical notes to 2-207 
don't say anything about ' the ef-
fects of snow on good faith con-
sideration. It didn't have anything 
to do with 2-207. I was ]ust 
thinking-I really need a day off. 
As I looked up from the UCC and 
around the room, I noticed I was 
not alone. Not only had the gener-
al post-lunch depression hit class, 
but we seemed to be missing the 
normal excitement of a full house. 
After weeks of sold-out perfor-
mances, I'd gotten used to elbow-
to-elbow seating. I didn't mind 
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fighting for a seat below the fifth 
row. And I'd come to cherish the 
din of pre-class banter that makes 
professors embarassed to start 
class on time. But last week, the 
crowd was hardly banging down 
the doors. 
Nobody-not even Mr. Brodin-
could fill Room 315. Attendance 
started to fall off as early as Mon-
day when Contracts just managed 
to pull in about 100 of us. The low 
came on Tuesday morning when 
only 60-odd showed for Property. 
,With a normal crew of over 120, it 
was clear, and you didn't need any 
doctor to see it. An epidemic of 
memoitis had struck. 
The rare autumn disease strikes 
unsuspecting first-years with a 
paranoia that causes students to 
miss classes en masse. The sym-
ptoms are uncontrollable. No cure 
has ever been found. However, ad-
ministrators and teachers through-
out law school have isolated the 
disease carrier-a complex and 
Elgin's Think Tank 
rarely understood virus called the 
research memo. Still, they can do 
nothing. 
Memoitis is an unmerciful crip-
pler. In its most acute cases, the 
disease pervades the subconscious 
even before the memo is assigned. 
You can see the odd first-year late 
on a Friday night wandering the 
library stacks late at night memor-
izing the order and location of all 
the reporters. If you listen closely, 
you can hear him sing-' 'The Cor-
pus Juris Secundum is connected 
to the (pause) American Digest 
System; the American Digest Sys-
tem's connected to the (pause) De-
cennial Digests . . . " 
But generally you see the sym-
ptoms on the day the memo's as-
signed. Like some angry posse, 
students immediately want to 
know how many cases are out there 
and which ones they need to bring 
back alive. And on the first 
weekend, we all thunder into the 
library to lay waste to a foreign 
land-the library. This is not our 
normal character. We are obsessed, 
confused; actually diseased. 
Like some inoperable cancer, 
memoitis spreads quickly in its 
first weeks of incubation. Students, 
who are otherwise attentive to 
their social obligations immediate-
ly · begin to eliminate all but the 
most essential outings. A quick at-
tendence check of first-year parties 
and softball games during that 
time would have foreshawdowed 
the mass exodus on memo week. 
And at the peak of its severity, 
memoitis causes even the most 
conscientious students to skip out. 
They may only be two hundred 
yards from classes huddled over 
the Federal Supplement in some 
dark comer of the library. But still 
they can't escape until the disease 
has run its course and the memo's 
handed in. 
All this leads me back to the 
thought of snow days. Snow, like 
continued on page 3 
I Was Just Cogitating. • • 
Chances are that if you're a regu-
lar reader of Elgin's column, you 
are also a devotee of Mike Barna-
cle, that street-smart pundit of 
Boston Globe fame. A recent sur-
vey has shown that four out of five 
people who read his column chew 
gum. And I know for a fact that of 
the people who read Elgin, some 
are in favor of Trident II subma-
rines: Ergo, using my legal know-
ledge and orderly thought process, 
I can safely say that some people 
wlr"o read Mike Barnacle also chew 
the Alledger. 
Now that that's settled, let me 
explain the nexus .. Once in a while 
M.B. likes to ramble on incoherent-
ly in a column entitled "I was just 
thinking ... " Elgin likes to ramble 
also, but he would never sink to -
plagarism, so this week he's going · 
to cogitate about various unrelat-
ed topics. That's the diff between 
Mike Barnacle and myself-he 
thinks, I cogitate. Hey, I didn't get 
to be a dean, faculty member, stu-
dent and/or groundskeeper at this 
law school for nothing. 
· Well anyway! hang on tight, here 
we go ... 
I wuz just cogitating about mock 
trial. It's amazing how realistic, 
true-to-life, authentic, genuine, and 
bonafide the competition is in com-
parison to real life. Why, just t.he 
other day, I saw Scott Harshbarg-
er wandering through the Middle-
sex County Law Library looking 
for volunteers to be defendants in 
an attempted murder case. Surpris-
ingly, he had no takers. Hmmm . . . 
I wuz just cogitating ... I really 
hate the Mets and for the longest 
while I couldn't figure out why but 
now the reason has hit me. It's not 
because Keith Hernandez admitted 
to being a coke addict, or that he 
smokes cigarettes in the dugout 
and confessed to drinking a beer in 
Davey Johnson's office during 
-World Series game six. Or that he 
points to teammates like a true 
hotdog after even the most routine 
plays. It's not because Gary Cart-
er is constantly posing for televi-
sion cameras during the game. It's 
not even because Met manager 
Johnson classlessly referred to his 
team as "the good guys" after 
their seventh game win. No, it's 
none of that. What bothers me 
about the Mets is that they don't 
run-out walks. '!;hat really gets un-
der my skin . 
I was just cogitating .. . this 
scandal with the first-year cut-
throats has gone too far. I don't 
mind them using razor blades to 
cut pages out of reporters, but real-
ly, most of them are ·applying a lit-
tle too much shaving cream to the 
books. Maybe they should use elec-
tric razors; it would be much 
simpler. 
I wuz just cogitating . .. speak-
ing of first~years, intellectual dis-
honesty, and other insignificant 
topics, did you hear that there's 
been a thief prowling about the old 
Kenny Cottle Library lately? Peo-
ple have reported money and other 
valuables missing. I hate to say it 
but yours truly, Elgin, has recent-
ly been victimized. I walked away 
from my study carrel last week and 
inadertently left $36,000 worth of 
checks ~d negotiable bonds in 
plain sight. When I returned they 
were gone but the thief was courte-
ous enough to leave my copy of the 
U.C.C. open to the relevant provi-
sions telling me how to sliift the 
loss to my bank. Thank goodness 
there's still some honest people 
around here. 
1 wuz just cogitating . .. wasn't 
it great that Newton refused to 
renew Boston College's liquor 
license? I'm glad Newton finally 
had the guts and intelligence to 
stop the sale of liquor at Bar 
Review and other similar func-
tions:. Yes sir, I'm sure all those 
lushes on this campus are sad-
dened that BC can't sell alcohol 
anymore. There's no way they're 
going to drink as much now that 
the school is forced to give the stuff 
away. Good move, Newton . 
I wuz just cogitating ... did you 
see this week's Alledger article on 
that popular topic of current 
continued on-page 4 
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N ational ·~Moot Court-Strong Tradition Continues 
continued from page 1 
clients of due process and of their 
rightful chosen counsel. Intriguing. 
This year's team members went 
through a keen process of proba-
tive questioning before being 
selected to work together on the 
· team. The interviewing process is 
meant to insure that highly quali-
fied Grimes participants who are 
committed to putting a lot of time 
and effort into the written brief and 
oral argument will be able to work 
well together as a team. The N a-
-tional Moot Court team members 
for 1986-87 are Joanne Locke, Bri-
an O'Connell, and Corinne Smith. 
Although each admits that it is a 
huge time commitment, all are en-
thusiastic about the upcoming 
competition. 
The three participants had to un-
dergo grueling research and -writ-
ing sessions to put together their 
brief of 35 pages plus appendices 
and exhibits. All give heartfelt 
thanks to Leah Selleck in the word 
processing department "without 
whose help we could not have 
.finished this brief." The magnum 
opus was finished over Columbus 
Day weekend. Last week the prac-
tice oral arguments began. The par-
ticipants estimate that they will 
argue every weekend and some af-
ternoons until the regional compe-
tition takes place in November. 
The opening arguments will take 
place on November 19th at the 
Federal Courthouse in Boston. 
Eight regional teams will be chos-
en based on arguments for both 
sides of the argument. The quarter-
finals will take place on Thursday 
Memoitis: ''Unmerciful Crippler'' · 
continued from page 2 
memoitis, is something that you 
can't avoid. Just as autumn must 
turn to winter, every law student 
must write a research memo. And 
both snow and memoitis make go-
ing to class useless. On the morn-
ing after a heavy snow, it's 
impossible to get all the kids to 
school safely. It's the same for vic-
tims of memoitis. Even those who 
show up can't concentrate with the 
specter of the memo shadowing 
/ their subconscious. 
So why bother? We all know 
when memoitisstrikes each year. 
We could plan for it. We ought to 
just cancel class for a day or two 
and wait for the illness to pass. 
Just call it a snow day in 
October. 
Memoitis sets in-Magda DeMoya (right), Juli Kurdila (front left) and 
John Isaza (back left) have their hands full while below Dave Sheldon 
has had _enough! Photo by Lori Rivera 
based on only one-sided argu-
ments. Both the semifinals and fi-
nals will take place on Friday 
November 21st. All these argu-
ments are open to the public with 
the restriction of "no spying on 
other schools for the benefit of your 
own school's team." Professor 
'Donovan noted that in recent 
years, BC's toughest competition . 
has come from the Boston schools, 
Maine, and Syracuse University. 
Students are encouraged to go and 
watch some top-notch appellate ad-
vocacy. In addition, one of the BC 
team's final practice sessions will 
be open to the .school. Watch for 
announcements! 
In January 1987, the top two 
New England teams will go on to 
compete in the national elimination 
rounds in New York City. One rule 
of the competition is that regions 
such as New England which have 
more than 10 participating schools 
may send two teams to the nation-
al competition. Regions with less 
than 10 teams may only send one 
team. Issues in the moot court 
problem are arranged to facilitate 
two- or three-way brief prepara-
. tion. In arguments where a team 
must argue both petitioner and 
respondent- sides, a three-person 
team like BC's will have one person 
argue twice, the others arguing 
once each. In two-person teams, 
both persons argue both sides. 
Joanne Locke is the lucky person 
who will argue both sides for BC. 
, When asked how she got to be 
nominated by her teammates as · 
the dual advocate, Locke answered, 
"I don't know," showing a degree 
of modesty shared by all the team 
members. After all, Locke was on 
the winning team of the Grimes 
Moot Court Competition (not a 
prerequisite to being on a 3L moot 
court team). Brian O'Connell en-
tered the Grimes competition at 
the urging of his partner Jay Sick-
lick, and their team made it to the 
semifinals along with Corinne 
Smith's team. O'Connell urges 2L's 
to enter Grimes "for the ex-
perience. And if I could do it, any-
body could." Smith enjoyed the 
"control of analyzing all sides of a 
problem thoroughly, unlike in the 
classroom where there isn't time." 
The team members are all well-
spoken and interested in litigation. 
In addition, they join in a suppor-
tive camaraderie of each other. 
''When things dragged,'' said 
Locke, "Brian lifted us all up." 
"Yeah, I was the comic relief," said 
O'Connell. All three jokingly at-
tribute their cooperative attitudes 
and abilities to two common 
denominators-"Catholic school 
and Mary Ann Chirba-Martin's le-
gal research and writing class!" 
The future of the National team 
depends on the strength of next 
spring's Grimes Moot Court par-
ticipants. Professor Donovan 
points out that the 2L's in the class 
of 1988 are the first class to have 
never participated in first-year 
moot court arguments. He and the 
National Moot Court team mem-
qers join in urging all to "get into 
Grimes." It's not graded, no 2L is 
ineligible-and it's great to have on 
the resume. Keep it in mind for the 
spring! 
The Petitioner,. or Secret Student 
By Mark Katzoff 
Patrick had just had the usual 
argument with his parents. He 
wanted to be a roadie for Motley 
Crue, and they insisted that he go 
to law school. He hadn't really in-
tended to go. He had just taken the 
. LSA Ts to please his mother. She 
had even typed the applications for 
him, a fact which if revealed would 
by itself get him thrown out of ev- . 
ery heavy metal club north of 
Bayonne, New Jersey. He stomped 
out of the living room and headed 
upstairs. After a few wild guitar 
riffs with the amp turned high, 
Patrick went to bed. The incense 
disguised a faint odor of gas in the 
room, and ears long deafened by 
front row seats for Ozzy couldn't 
detect the faint hiss. 
* * * 
_ Patrick awoke and immediately 
knew something was wrong. His 
Iron Maiden poster had been 
replaced ·by one with nine guys 
dressed in black. Right color, but 
not kinky enough, he thought. 
Wait a minute, he said. One of 
those guys is a girl, although she's 
sure ugly enough to be a guy. No 
match for Wendy 0., he concluded. 
Patrick looked out his window 
and saw the scene had changed. 
There was a circle, and this big 
brick building with pillars and lots 
of grass, but not the kind you 
smoked. 
"Where am I?" he asked. 
"BC Law School," a deep voice 
intoned from nowhere. Patrick was 
sufficiently wierded out at this 
point not to even ask where the 
voice was. 
"What do you want?" 
"Your money." 
"You won't get it. I'm saving for 
new speakers." 
"If you want to pass the bar,we 
will,'' the voice replied, nonplussed. 
"Who are you?" 
"Dean No. 2." 
"Who's the top guy?" 
"You are exam number 1004." 
"I am an exam number. I am a 
free spirit." 
* * * Laughter was ringing in his ears 
as Patrick woke up in his small 
Watertown apartment. He pulled 
the Gilberts from under his head. 
What a wild dream, he thought. I'll 
never watch Stones documentaries 
on PBS again. The contrast is just 
too great for normal minds. Check-
ing his watch, he found he still had 
an hour until class. He settled back 
for a half-hour more of sleep before 
the run to campus.- He never no· 
ticed the faint hiss of gas '· . , 
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Viewpoint: 
What is Your Most Me~orable Interview Experience? 
Bill Hanlon: The interviewer said 
to me, "We've spoken about your 
strengths, what about your weak-
nesses?" "Women, booze and Mon-
day mornings,'' I replied. He called 
me back. I read the wrong resume 
for one interview, which went like 
this: 1) open mouth; 2) insert foot. 
He called me back. Interviews are 
weird. But when the going gets 
weird, the weird turn pro. 
Donna Stoehr: Mineoccurred dur-
ing the very first irtterview of my 
first callback last year. The attor-
ney greeted me politely and asked 
what I thought of the Achille 
Lauro incident. Not having picked 
up a newspaper in nearly a week 
and thinking it was a current 
events test, I panicked. I hadn't 
the faintest notion of what the 
Achille Lauro incident involved. I 
fudged an answer and the inter-
view continued. After a series of 
rather,_ odd questions, the attorney 
looked up and said, "You're not 
Jon Biasetti from Rome, Italy." he 
had me there. I certainly wasn't. It 
turned out that he had interviewed 
me for nearly twenty minutes be-
fore he noticed he had someone 
· else's resume. 
Elgin 
continued from page 2 
conversation-the National Moot 
Court team? Talk about being hard 
up for stories; what's the matter, 
is foliage season over? Personally, 
I'd rather read about the new Fed-
eral Register Exhibit that's adver-
tised in the Counselor every week. 
Besides, that National Moot Court 
Team really irks me; I hear O'Con· 
nell points to his teammates every 
time he_ answers a judge's question. 
And to top it off, I've learned that 
they're coming out with a team 
video next week entitled "The Ap-
peal is in Our Briefs.'' Please, gag 
me with a gavel. 
Well, gang, it looks ~e that's 
the end of the cogitation-for · this 
week. I'd really like to hang out 
Colin Coleman: "It had to be the 
time I arrived ten minutes late to 
an interview and proceeded to 
strike out swinging at three fast 
balls. 1) 'What are you interested 
' in?' 'I want to do corporate.' 'We 
only do litigation.' Strike one. 
2) 'Tell us about your litigation ex-
perience.' 'I assisted with asbestos 
defense work.' 'Oh, we represent 
the plaintiffs.' Strike two. 3) 'I like 
to play softball.' 'We don't have a 
team but we do play bridge.' Strike 
three! 
Lisa Rayel: One occurrence stands 
out in particular. I was escorted 
into a partner's office. After a firm 
handshake and steady eye contact, 
I took my seat. The interviewing 
partner looked at me, cocked his 
head and asked, "Are you intelli-
gent?" Several responses raced 
through my seemingly unapparent 
mind: 'Obviously not or I wouldn't 
be interviewing with your firm.' 
'No. I'm really Vanna White in dis-
guise.' Or 'Could you repeat the 
question?' I actually responded 
-"most of the time." Later that 
week, I got a phone call inviting me 
back to the firm. I thanked the in-
terviewer, made travel arrange-
ments, and then went back to 
playing with my Slinky. 
and cogitate some more but I'm 
hungry so I think I'll head out now 
and masticate. After all, I wouldn't 
want to procrastinate. Boy, this 
rhyming is great. 
Of course, before I sign off I 
know you'll all expect my famous 
closing joke. Here goes, but give 
me some slack this week, I made it 
up in a hurry. · 
Q: How did they finally discover 
the first year who was using a razor 
blade to cut pages out of books? 
A: They caught him splashing 
Old Spice aftershave on a Pacific 
Reporter! (Hey, i know it's weak, 
but everybody loves to laugh at 
first years, especially -ones who are 
worried about LRW.) 
David Newman: By the time ofthis 
interview, I had seen enough to 
know that when firms are really in-
terested in you, the interviewers 
will ask questions like: "Why 
should we hire you over a Harvard 
grad with your G PA ?" "What can 
you do that's worth $50,000 a 
year?" Or "Do you have any out-
side interests which might get in 
the way of your work?" Whereas, 
when they are just biding their 
time, they might ask if you know 
any good jokes. Well, I sat down at 
this interview and the interviewer 
spent a ft,ill five minutes, one-fourth 
of my interview, reviewing my re· 
sume. Then, she looked up and 
asked me about my intramural 
football team! A couple of weeks 
and a second interview later, my in-
terviewer called and asked me how 
my team was doing. I told her we 
won. She congratulated me, and 
then offered me a job. I asked her · 
whether I had to be a lineman. 
Movie Review 
Paul Saltzman: I entered the inter· 
view filled with anticipation. I was 
prepared to discuss labor relations 
and litigation, both areas of in-
terest to me and for which Firm X 
is well-known. Fueling my anticipa· 
tion was a recent conversation with 
a BCLS graduate who was now 
quite -happy in X's litigation 
department. So imagine my sur· 
prise when the interviewer, an 
otherwise amiable person, asked, 
"How did you come to be interest· 
ed in our tax department, Mr. 
Saltzman?" The closest I've come 
to taking a tax course is high 
school algebra. I responded, ''Well, 
my interest in tax is . . . Well, ah, I 
pay tax and well, I enjoy getting -
my refund . . . " Maybe X was real-
ly hiring for their litigation depart-
. ment and was stealthily testing my 
ability to think on my feet. 
P.S. I still think Mary should be 
promoted to Associate Dean. 
''True Stories'!_Phony 
Entertain~nent by Byrne 
ByLRM 
Before beginning, I should prob-
ably admit that David Byrne has 
been distinctly annoying me for the 
past three or four years now. At 
the same tin:ie, I generally look for· 
~ward to his new products in the 
hope that he will have recovered his 
early unassuming brilliance with 
the Talking Heads. As has become 
usual, though True Stories is 
neither unassuming nor brilliant. 
Actually, words like boring, preten-
tious, and consdescending come 
immediately to mind. 
True Stories is a documentary of 
·a fictional Texas suburb without a 
city, Virgil. Byrne takes us on a 
tour to expose the absurdity of 
lower-middle-class life in that cloy-
ing, oh-so-cute pseudo-intellectual 
Byrne style. What strikes me is 
that making this movie is at least 
as much of an un~self-aware waste 
of time as is life ' in Virgil. While 
hardly an original idea, this movie 
could have been an either vicious or_ 
loving satire. Instead, Byrne's 
gosh-isn't-this-super condescension 
("Someday this will all be built 
up .. . Reception is good here' ~) 
merely insults the lifestyle of one 
part of his audience and the intel-
ligence of' the other. 
The film follows the story of one 
pathetically unsophisticated and 
earnest man's desperate search for 
a wife ("Call844-WIFE" ads on tel-
ev:ision) set among three very 
clever devices for showing the state 
of not-quite ultra-moderri Ameri- . 
. canUfe. First, _Byrne brings to life 
some characters from supermarket 
tabloids (a woman too lazy ever to 
leave her bed, a man and wife who 
live quite happily together without 
having spoken in fifteen years). · 
Then there are the dutiful praises 
to the wonderful way of making a 
living and things that get done at 
the V erycorp (get it?) computer 
plant as well as a detailed look at 
all the benefits of having an en-
closed shopping mall just a few 
minutes' drive from Main Street. 
Finally, we see Virgil's giving its 
all to true tastelessness in a fashion 
show, a parade, and a talent show 
in recognition of Texas' sesquicen-
tennial. Virgil's theme is "A 
Celebration of Specialness." The 
joke is, ha-ha, that Virgil is just 
about one of the most unspecial 
places i~ the country. 
Byrne takes it all in without bat-
ting an eyelash. In fact, one gets 
the idea that gee, maybe he'll move 
in if this is what America is really 
like-real people doing real things. 
Byrne's phony exterior is intolera-
ble in connection with the unsub-
.tlety of his message. A little true 
tenderness in place of mushy-
cynical enthusiasm might have 
made this bearable. Instead it gets 
very stale very quickly. 
The musical segments/videos are 
the movie's only redeemable fea· 
ture, although I'd keep my set 
tuned in to MTV to see them. 
There's probably more insight and 
"art" surrounding them there. 
Rating: (being very generous to 
take account of Byrne' s appear· 
ance on the cover of Time) * Y2 
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Legal Education and the Re-Education of an English Major 
By Christopher Devlin 
For those who studied any of the artier of the 
liberal arts as undergraduates, the beginning of 
a legal education, whether or not they know or 
care to admit it, is a concession. The colors they 
once waved proudly as English or Art History 
majors are now at half-mast or tucked away for 
good. To some this laying aside of old allegiances 
provides a long-awaited opportunity to quit the 
realm of abstract theory and thought for what 
is commonly called "the real. world." It is gener-
ally understood that one must inhabit one or the 
other ofthese places full-time or operate well in 
neither. But rather than provide this writer a rea-
son for unadulterated glee, the move into the pur-
ported sphere of action has proven to be a source 
of some last-minute regret that the choice of op-
tions led him to attend law school. 
The rationale for these vague misgivings are 
many but they center on one thing: the tenden-
cy of legal language to irritate an educated per-
son's sense of reason, aesthetic value, and, yes, 
even justice. A weighty objectiol)., no doubt, but 
one which deserves some looking at. 
Legal language is troubling in several ways. 
For one thing, the law, at first reading, anyhow, 
is rather boring. Given the choice. between 
settling down with an Evelyn Waugh novel or 
curling 'round the hearth with Pennoyer v. Neff, 
every atom in this English major's body bids him 
jump at Decline and Fall. Even after some weeks 
of acclimation at BC, I still find that the-read-
ing of a Nutshell induces fits of yawning which 
threaten to forever alter my features. Legal lan-
guage and rules don't go down easily. They don't 
carry you with them; rather, you are obliged to 
pin them down and force them through multiple 
readings to throw some hazily applicable princi-
ple your way. Indeed, the often equivocal nature 
of legal writing is one of its most maddening fea-
tures. Its circumlocutions and complexity don't 
so often lead to greater insight as they do to fur-
ther obscurity. When a court announces that a 
new rule is to be "simple" in its application, one . 
may be sure the opposite is true. This is so be-
cause in the practice of the law one is expected 
to construe words to one's own advantage. Le-
gal words are therefore regularly tortured into 
denying their clearest connotations. This hap-
pens even when they are bolted into the text with 
' 
::;- . _ -
a rigid precision that appears to leave little in-
terpretational leeway. The fact that legal lan-
guage is often able to be twisted to meet certain 
ends, though, isn't to say that its several mean-
ings make it the least bit evocative. There is, af-
ter all, a great difference between watching a bird 
fly and dissecting it to prove a point. 
But by far the worst thing about the language 
of the law is its ability to turn truth on its head, 
to justify violence, slander, venality, to employ 
niggling distinctions to free the guilty or jail the 
innocent. The concerned citizen in me as well as 
the student of law stands aghast at the ability 
of the cunning, unfeeling lawyer to not only cor-
rupt our legal system but to be heralded as ad-
mirably skilled when he does so. 
With much condemnation of the method and 
means of my chosen profession behind me, then, 
it would wisely be mentioned why the language 
of the law should hold appeal to the humanities 
major. The main reason is that the legal language 
at its best allows a marriage between elevated 
principle and the concerns of the work-a-day 
world. It does so even while it gives the former 
a conduit into that world. Whereas in literature 
we are often obliged to rest our appreciation of' 
a work on a commonly-held poetical sensibility, 
we come, in law, as close as we can to letting the 
words speak for themselves, allowing them to de-
fine the issue and solution in such a way as to 
force the reader to understand where interpretive 
fancy must stop. The misty_ boundaries of definite 
meaning iii literature, while one of its most ap-
pealing traits, are what legal Writing seeks to 
eliminate. 
There is great value in this effort as far as I 
can see, and occasionally an undeniable grandeur 
to its result. Precision, tempered by a considera-
tion of the justice of a stance, can lead not only 
to good law but to a good read a_s_ well. What 
makes this true is that an appeal to an ideal is 
lent great force by the knowledge that it can be 
actualized. 
Noble thought can find its entrance into the 
world of day to day affairs through the law. It 
is seen to exist among us rather than in the sub-
jective consciousness of the single reader and we 
are no longer isolated in our active appreciation 
of it. If the entrance into the "real world" which 
law students so frequently tout translates into 
a willingness to bring humanitarian .sentiments 
into the formation of public policy and subse-
quentlyiDto our nation's courts~then I applaud 
them. I suspect it usually doesn't. But even 
where the intent of future lawyers is far from 
altruistic, and where the law's effect seems most 
pernicious, the same eminently worthy principles 
define the system in which the attorney is to 
operate. . 
The legal system, as far as this writer's admit-
tedly narrow experience with it shows him, is full 
of holes and regularly produces appalling results. 
But those gaps are largely the result of safe-
guards that have been installed to help insure 
against the incarceration or penalization of those 
in whose guilt we have reason to doubt. The same 
reasons that allow barbarism to carry the day 
now and again are, then, those that make our le-
gal process valuable. Concurrently, to work with-
in the judiciously placed confines of the legal 
system, precision of language is a must. It is an 
occasionally iffy and usually arid precision, but 
by aiming for it and away from the resounding 
phrases that typically gratify a writer's ego, the 
legal writer must concentrate on the issue and 
make his language communicate cogent argu-
ment. The lawyer's point doesn't exist in a vacu-
um, nor can it be constructed out of thin air. It 
has a point of reference- the body of existing 
law-and even the most rapacious of advocates 
must work with that law. 
When a more concerned and decent lawyer or 
judge approaches his work with the hope of in-
corporating the spirit of the rule into his consider-
ation of the issue at stake, a text can emerge 
which is forceful not only for its immediately tell-
ing effect it may have on people's lives, but also 
for the writer's knowledge of that effect. The 
gravity with which a great judge rightly under-
takes such a responsibility is likely to bring out 
both his best reasoning and writing. To read an 
opinion which shows ideology and practical poli-
cy coalescing to become law is one of the great 
rewards of this field of study. 
If literature can stir affection for principle, the 
law may allow us to act on that affection and can 
provide guidelines to to keep the over-zealous or 
unscrupulous from gaining too much sway. That, 
for this English major, is enough to keep him in-
terested. 
/ 
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The Boys of November 
Ill Eagles Top In Re Kielbasa For Title 
The 1986 BCLS softball season 
came to its grand finale on Novem-
ber 1 as the top eight teams from 
the regular season went head to 
head in a single elimination cham-
pionship series. When the dust fi-
nally settles, the first year Ill 
Eagles, led by Tom Knowlton, had 
taken the crown by defeating Mike 
Fee's In Re Kielbasa 11-4. 
The 1986 season was a tremen-
dous success. Over 200 law stu-
dents, spouses and other softball 
enthusiasts bonded into twelve 
teams for a six-game regular sea-
son schedule. Rainless weather 
along with diligent managers who 
roused their teams for 9:00 am 
games, helped to make the 1986 
softball league the law school pro-
gram with the highest participa-
tion. Like the Bay Banks card, 
BCLS softball "just keeps gettin' 
better." 
The fourth place Ill Eagles went 
into the championship tournament 
with fate on their side. The Ferae 
Naturae in 1985 and the 
W.I.M.P.S. in 1986 were in fourth 
place entering the playoffs and 
both upset the favorites to take the 
title. This year, neither of these 
teams could repeat as champions 
as both third year teams fell in the 
semifinals. 
The favored teams carried the 
first round but not without some 
nailbiting. At 8:30, the Ill Eagles 
came out swinging against the fifth 
place Adjudicators. In the end, the 
Ill Eagles prevailed 10-5 and co-
commissioner Geoff Shapiro and 
his band of Adjudicators would 
have to wait for next year. The Ill 
Eagles were in the Semis. 
On the other field, the third place 
Ferae Naturae battled Bernie 
Pellegrino's Diamond Ringers in a 
game which was reminiscent of the 
sixth game of the World Series. At 
the end of seven innings, the teams 
were tied at nine. The Ringers went 
ahead by one in the top of the ninth 
after Roy Gardner robbed a hit and 
the game winning RBI from Colin 
Coleman in the bottom of the 
eighth. But the Ferae Naturae 
would not be outdone. Dave Riev-
man· of the Feraes hit a two-run 
homer to propel his team into the 
semifinals. The Diamond Ringers, 
like the Adjudicators, went home 
early in hope that next year will be 
different. . 
· At 10:30, Macon Magee's 
W.I.M.P.S., the defending champi-
ons and number one seed, eked out 
a victory over the eighth ranked 
Tort Sleazers led by Mike Jones. 
The Tort Sleazers had tied the 
game with a big six run fifth in-
ning. Nevertheless, the W.I.M.P.S. 
prevailed, soring the winning run 
in the bottm of the seventh to set 
up a showdown with the Ill Eagles. 
Meanwhile, In Re Kielbasa, led 
by Mike Fee, traded blows with 
Frank Flynn's Ambulance Chasers 
Ill. The score see-sawed through-
out the game but in the end In Re 
Kielbasa proved too tough for the 
third year Chasers who fell16-1 1. 
Going downtown? Scott Jordan crushes a pitch for the Ferae. 
Final Standings; Playoff Schedule 
Scores from 10/25/86 
In Re Kielbasa 15, Ill Eagles 10 
Diamond Ringers 28, Legal Eagles 16 
Ferae Naturae 13, Tort Sleazers 2 
W.I.M.P.S. 16, Adjudicators 9 
Ambulance Chasers win by forfeit 
Bad News Barristers win by forfeit 
Playoff/Championship Schedule 11/1/86 
8:30 Ferae Naturae v. Diamond Ringers 
(5-1) (4-2) 
Ill E,a.gles v.Adjudicators 
(4-2) ' (4-2) 
. 10:30 In Re Kielbasa v. Ambulance Chasers 
I (5-1) (3-3) 
W.I.M.P.S. v. Tort Sleazers 
(5-1) (2-4) 
12:30 Winner Game 2 v. Winner Game 1 
Winner Game 2 v. Winner Game 1 
2:30 ******Championship******* . 
Final Standings (Regular Season) 
W L 
1. W.I.M.P.S. 5 1 
2. In Re Kielbasa 5 1 
3. Ferae Naturae 5 1 
4. Ill Eagles 4 2 
5. Adjudicators 4 2 
6. Diamond Ringers 4 2 
7. Ambulance Chasers 3 3 
8. Tort Sleazers 2 4 
9. Bad News Barristers 2 4 
10. Legal Eagles 1 4 
11. Batting Barristers 0 5 
12. Rehnquist Rejects 0 6 
T 
1 
1 
On her way home? 'Irish J ansak is ready to start running as soon as 
a teammate hits the ball. · Photo by Lori Rivera 
As they headed into the semifi-
nals, the Ill Eagles had their work 
cut out for them as they faced off 
against the hard hitting 
W.I.M.P.S. Despite a slow start, 
the W.I.M.P.S. threatened to open 
the game up in the sixth when they 
loaded the bases with no outs. But 
the Ill Eagles rose to the challenge, 
held the rally to only one run and 
shut the W.I.M.P.S. down in the 
seventh to ·win 7.4 
In the other semifinal game, the 
Ferae Naturae came up with an 
early lead against In Re Kielbasa. 
In the fourth inning, Kielbasa 
fought back with six runs to go 
ahead. After seven innings the 
teams were tied at nine and Ferae 
Naturae entered their second extra 
inning game of the day. In the top 
of the eighth, the Ferae Naturae 
scored a pig run on Scott Ciampa's 
triple. Dave Rierman then ap-
peared to be the hero again, but his 
two long smashes were foul by 
inches. One run was not enough. 
Clutch hits by Mark Longietti and 
Kevin Curtin brought in two runs 
in the bottom of the eighth to 
propel Kielbasa into the final game 
against the Ill Eagles. 
Entering the finals, In Re Kiel-
basa was the favorite. Not only 
were they seeded second, but they 
had beaten th~ Ill Eagles in the last 
game of the regular season. How-
ever, the Ill Eagles had momentum 
following their win over the 
W.I.M.P.S. and Kielbas~ was tired 
after the drai_Qing. extra ' inning 
game with the Feraes. 
In Re Kielbasa drew first blood 
but the Ill Eagles came right back 
to tie it up. The Ill Eagles then be-
gan to work their magic as they 
deftly stretched their lead to seven · 
runs while holding Kielbasa to only 
one run in the last five innings. In 
the end, the deficit proved too 
much for In Re Kielbasa and the Ill 
Eagles won 11-4. 
The Ill Eagles had won the title. 
However, the road to the crown 
was no easy task.- In their quest for . 
the laurels, the Ill Eagles had beat-
en the first, second and fifth place 
finished and had also beaten the 
Ferae Naturae, the third place 
ssed, in the regular season. It took 
_a total team effort to pull together 
when memo madness and tough 
losses to Ambulance Chasers III 
and In Re Kielbasa at the close of 
the regular seson threatened to 
break the team's morale. Only time 
will tell if the Ill Eagles will be able 
to retain their title next fall but one 
thing is for sure, they won't be 
taken lightly. They are the 
champions. 
On a final note, Tom Knowlton 
has been named the second year co-
commissioner to assist the third 
year co-commissioner, Geoff 
Shapiro, in 1987. In addition, plans 
are underway for an eight team one 
day double elimination tournament 
in the spring. Until then, congratu-
lations to the Ill Eagles and thanks 
to everyone who participated for 
making the season a complete 
success. 
Mr. Slugger, Vice President, Poet? Larry Goanos has his sights on 
this pitch with the destination set for somewhere in the Artie 
Region- preferably near an igloo. 
1. . 
:<Loo \ . 
. ..... ~-- - - .... 
There's a law against running through stop signs, isn't there? Yes, 
t?at is 'Thrry Vetter steaming for home plate and yes, he did get a 
ticket from Macon MaGee. 
·who 
Are 
These 
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r.~ur testimony was different before, wasn't Hall ow ee n . The old question protecto' 
Creatures? 
That summer salary goes a long way now. 
Send in 
your guesses 
to the 
All edger Bow ties are bach 'in a big way. ' 
NCHOOS 
YOUR 
COURSE · ... 
" 
/ 
Choose: More Experience · 
More Coverage 
More Practice . 
BAR REVIEW 
Prepare with Confidence© 
7 42-3900 666-8700 
\ . 
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Now read the small type: 
No other bar review in the nation approaches BAR/SRI in the 
number of students trained, or the quality of its testing program, 
materials and lecturers. 
We have the top Massachusetts lecturers, the most compre-
hensive Massachusetts materials and the most effective testing 
progra111 for both Massachusetts essays and multistate multiple 
choice questions. 
BAR/SRI became the largest bar review course in the nation 
for the same reason it will in Massachusetts: Our primary objec-
tive is to offer the finest possible program at the lowest possible 
cost. 
We want you to pass the Massachusetts Bar Exam the first 
time. Isn't that what it's all about? 
BAR/BRI 
"Soon to be the la1'9!£st Massachusetts 
· Bar Rev1ew:• . 
rlbN 160 Commonwealth Avenue . Boston, Massachusetts 02116 6171437-1171 
e 1986 BAA/BRI 
II 
